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Small Group time is meant to be with a group of similar-age peers that gather with a consistent leader throughout the 
week. The activities are designed to review each day’s Bible story, help kids apply each day’s Bottom Line, introduce 
and review the Memory Verse, and include a time of prayer. Small Group time is an important VBS rotation as it helps 
kids interact and talk about what they’ve been learning about each day. We like to say the Bible story isn’t over until 
the kids know what to do with it. Small Group is meant to move kids to action. You can think of it as an opportunity for 
discipleship for your VBS week.

NOTE: Things like Bible Navigation and Salvation Conversations are written into the Small Group plans. See the 
Special Needs adaptations for any groups that include children with disabilities. 
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TODAY’S BIBLE S  TORY

Matthew’s Party
Luke 5:27-32

(Sometimes called Levi) 

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party.

KEY QUESTION

What is your favorite
type of party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  I M A G I N E
an activity that promotes empathy

and facilitates biblical application 

through role-play and reenactment

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

1. TAKE  A  SNAPSHOT
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Party Guests” Activity Page, large gift 
bag filled with streamers, balloons, noise makers, and party 
hats

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Ask kids to sit in a circle.
• Set out the gift bag with party decorations in the middle.
• Figure out who has the closest birthday, and explain that they will be your first

“guest” to the party.
• Hand your guest a card from the “Party Guests” Activity Page, and explain that

they will be learning about some other people who are invited to this party.
Ask them to read it out loud.

• After reading it, direct the first “guest” to stand up and choose a decoration
from the gift bag. They should remain standing while holding their decoration
as the rest of the scenario cards are read.
ú If they choose a balloon, they can inflate it, knot it, and hold it.
ú If they choose a party hat, they can put it on their head.
ú If they choose streamers, they can rip a section off and place the rest of the

roll back in the bag.
ú If they choose a noise maker, let them blow into it once or twice before just

holding it.
• Continue until everyone in the group has had a chance to read a card and

hold a decoration, or until there are no more cards left.
• Let your group know they did an outstanding job preparing for a party! Have

them place the decorations back in the bag, and then invite them to sit down
again.

• Ask the following questions for discussion:
ú What did you find in common about all the guests at our party?
ú Have you ever been to a party where not everything is perfect?
ú Have you ever had a time where someone you invited caused problems at a

party?
• Remind kids that no one is perfect. Sometimes things go wrong. Sometimes we

make mistakes, or we receive things we don’t deserve. No matter what, Jesus
is a good reason to have a party. Jesus would love each of these people we
read about, and He loves each of us, too! We can always celebrate the love
He has for us.

*Please note that Matthew and Levi are the same person. He is sometimes referred to as Levi in scripture and sometimes 
called Matthew. Either name that is being used is referring to the tax collector that Jesus called to be one of his disciples. 
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Matthew’s Party
Luke 5:27-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party.

KEY QUESTION

What is your favorite
type of party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the

oxygen in the brain and taps

into the energy in the body

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

2.  B IBLE  S TORY EXTENS ION
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Dinner Party Checklist” Activity Page, 
“Dinner Party Leader Guide” Activity Page, 11x17 paper, 
markers

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Divide your group into two teams.
•	 Instruct each team to form a line on one end of your group space. At the 

opposite end of your group space, place an 11x17 piece of paper and a marker 
for each team.

•	 Give the first kid in each line a “Dinner Party Checklist” Activity Page.  
•	 Explain that some people plan fancy dinner parties using a guideline for a 

formal place setting.
•	 Tell kids that they will be working together with their team to create their own 

formal place setting. Using the checklist, they will take turns drawing the items 
on their team’s paper, making their best guess for where each item belongs.

•	 When you say, “Go,” the first kid in line for each team will: 
	ú Run to their team’s paper and use the marker to draw the first item on the 

checklist as if the paper is a place setting at a table. 
	ú Label the item after drawing it. 
	ú Check off the first item on the checklist. 
	ú Run back to their team, hand the checklist to the second kid in line, and 

then join the back of their team’s line. 
•	 The next person in line will then run to the paper, do the same for the second 

item on the checklist, and so on. 
•	 Teams will continue until they have drawn every item on their list.
•	 Once both teams are finished, look at each of their drawings and compare it 

to the answer key from the “Dinner Party Leader Guide” Activity Page.
•	 The team to get the most items placed correctly is the winning team. If both 

teams got the same number of items correct, the team that finished first is 
the winning team. (More than likely, kids will get many of these items placed 
incorrectly, as they have probably never experienced a formal dinner party.)

•	 Tell kids that even when cake forks and water glasses are put in the wrong 
places, the dinner party still goes on! 

•	 Ask kids how they think Matthew may have felt while getting ready for the 
party he invited Jesus to. 

•	 Explain that Matthew also wasn’t getting things right, yet Jesus still chose 
to hang out with him, because He loves him! For Matthew, that was reason 
enough to celebrate!
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Matthew’s Party
Luke 5:27-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party.

KEY QUESTION

What is your favorite
type of party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to

share with others and build

on their understanding

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

3.  D ISCUSS ION QUES T IONS
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
**One of the most impactful ways to connect with preteens is to 
have a conversation that gives them the safe space to process what 
they’re learning and thinking about. If you don’t have time to do all 
of the activities provided, we recommend that you replace either the 
“Bible Story Extension” or “Take a Snapshot” activity with a time of 

discussion, using any of the questions listed below.

W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
Ask:
•	 What is your favorite type of party?
•	 What was the best party you ever attended, and what was the reason for 

celebrating?
•	 What makes you want to celebrate?
•	 Have you ever been left out of a party you wanted to go to? How did that 

make you feel?
•	 Do you feel like you deserve to be invited to a party with Jesus?
•	 Does being invited give you joy? If so, why?
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Matthew’s Party
Luke 5:27-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party.

KEY QUESTION

What is your favorite
type of party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and

working as a group

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

4.  VERSES  TO  TAKE  WITH  YOU
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Verse Banner” Activity Page, string, 
confetti, bins, Bibles

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Divide your group into two teams. Tell each team to 

huddle up on one end of your group space. 
•	 Give each team a Bible and a piece of string.
•	 Lead each team to look up Acts 2:28 using the Bible Navigation tips below, 

and read it together as a team.

Finding verses with Preteens: Our verse is from Acts. Ask kids to tell you whether that’s in 
the Old Testament or the New Testament. (New) Direct kids toward the back of the Bible—
about a third of the way through the New Testament. When they find Acts, explain that the 
big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Tell them to find chapter 2. Explain that 
the small numbers are verse numbers. Tell them to them find verse 28 in chapter 2.

•	 On the opposite end of your group space, place the two prepared bins of 
confetti and “Verse Banner” Activity Page pieces.

•	 Explain that when you say, “PARTY TIME,” one kid from each team will run to 
their team’s bin. They will need to search through the confetti to find the first 
words of Acts 2:28. They should use their Bible to help them figure out what 
words they are looking for. Once they find it, they will run back to their group 
and thread the pennant onto their piece of string. 

•	 Then another person from their team will run to the bin to retrieve the second 
set of words.

•	 Continue playing until every part of Acts 2:28 has been strung on the banner. 
Have kids from each team work together to hold up the string to their banners 
to display their verse. Verses must be complete and displayed in the correct 
order.

•	 The first team to have their verse strung correctly is the winning team!
•	 Give each team a chance to read the verse together for the whole group.
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Matthew’s Party
Luke 5:27-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party.

KEY QUESTION

What is your favorite
type of party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  R E F L E C T
an activity that creates space

for personal understanding

and application

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

5.  MAKE I T  PERSONAL  WITH  PR AYER
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Start the Party Prayer Time Keychains” 
(main piece and Start the Party add-on); Optional: “Start the 
Party Preteen” Activity Page

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Give each of the kids the main part of the “Start the Party Prayer Time 

Keychains” along with today’s Start the Party add-on. (If you’re not purchasing 
the keychains, you can simply use the “Start the Party Preteen” Activity Page 
as described.) 

•	 Explain to kids that praying is simply having a conversation with God. We can 
talk to God any time we want. We don’t have to use special words. We don’t 
have to wait until certain times of the day. We can tell God anything any time! 
God cares about what’s going on in our lives.

•	 Assure kids that none of us are perfect when it comes to prayer. It’s easy to 
forget to pray or to sometimes not even know what to talk to God about.

•	 Tell kids that each day, they are going to get a symbol as a reminder of 
something they can talk to God about. Whenever they see the symbol, it can 
be an encouragement that God is with them and listening to what they have 
to say. 

•	 Explain that this first symbol will be a reminder that Jesus is a good reason 
to have a party. When they see it, they can pray as a way to say thank you for 
God’s love. And they can ask God to fill them with joy as a result of that love. 

•	 Say a prayer for your group.

NOTE: Place each kid’s keychain and Activity Page in a sandwich bag. Write their 
name on the bag with a permanent marker. Collect each bag and set aside for 
the next day. 

T R A V E L  T I M E
As you travel to the next track, use the following questions to keep the 
conversation going and to keep kids thinking about what they’re learning!
•	 If you were planning a party for this weekend, who are three people you 

would invite?
•	 If Jesus came to your house for dinner, what would you want to talk about?
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STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
Prepare ahead of time for Small Group Rotation for VBS:

1. TAKE  A  SNAPSHOT
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and 
facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Print the “Party Guests” Activity Page and cut apart;

one set for each small group
• Brightly colored crepe streamers; one roll for each

small group
• Balloons; two for each small group
• Party favor noise makers; two for each small group
• Party hat; two for each small group
• Large gift bag
ú Before group time, place all the decorations inside

the gift bag.

2. BIBLE  S TORY EXTENS ION
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain 
and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Print the “Dinner Party Checklist” Activity Page; two for

each small group
• Print the “Dinner Party Leader Guide” Activity Page;

one for each small group
• 11x17 paper; two pieces for each small group
• Markers; two for each small group

3. DISCUSS ION QUES T IONS
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with 
others and build on their understanding
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• No supplies needed

4. VERSES  TO  TAKE  WITH  YOU
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through 
following guidelines and working as a group
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• Print the “Verse Banner” Activity Page and cut out; two

sets for each small group
ú Use a hole punch on the designated places on each

pennant.
• Confetti; two large packages for each small group
• Shallow bins; two for each small group
ú Before group time, empty a bag of confetti in each

bin.
ú Mix up the pieces to the “Verse Banner” Activity

Page, and place a set in each bin.
ú Cover the pennant pieces with confetti.

• String; two five-foot pieces for each small group

• Bibles; two for each small group

5. MAKE I T  PERSONAL  WITH  PR AYER
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal 
processing and application
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
• “Start the Party Prayer Time Keychains” (main piece

and Start the Party add-on); one for each kid
• Sandwich bag
• Permanent marker
• Optional: Print and cut apart “Start the Party Preteen”

Activity Page; one card for each kid

NOTE: Kids will be adding to the “Start the Party Prayer 
Time Keychains” each day. Be prepared to pass out, 
collect, and store their keychains in a sandwich bag with 
their name on it each day. 

Please note that Matthew and Levi are the same person. He is sometimes referred to as Levi in scripture and sometimes 
called Matthew. Either name that is being used is referring to the tax collector that Jesus called to be one of his disciples. 



What to Do:
Print and cut apart. Provide one set for each small group. 

©2023 The reThink Group, Inc.  All rights reserved.
VBS, DAY 1, PT

“Party Guests” Activity Page



What to Do:
Print two copies for each small group. 
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“Dinner Party Checklist” Activity Page



What to Do:
Print one copy for each small group
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“Dinner Party Leader Guide” Activity Page
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What to Do:
Print two sets for each small group. Cut out and punch holes where indicated. 
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“Verse Banner” NIrV Activity Page



What to Do:
Print two sets for each small group. Cut out and punch holes where indicated. 
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“Verse Banner” NIrV Activity Page



What to Do:
Print two sets for each small group. Cut out and punch holes where indicated. 
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“Verse Banner” NIrV Activity Page



What to Do:
Print two sets for each small group. Cut out and punch holes where indicated. 
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“Verse Banner” NIrV Activity Page



What to Do:
Print two sets for each small group. Cut out and punch holes where indicated. 
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“Verse Banner” NIrV Activity Page



What to Do:
Print two sets for each small group. Cut out and punch holes where indicated. 
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“Verse Banner” NIrV Activity Page



What to Do:
Print on cardstock and cut apart. Provide one card for each kid. 
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“Start the Party” Activity Page

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party. 

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party. 

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party. 

Jesus is a good reason
to have a party. 
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Wedding Feast

Matthew 22:1-14

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Everyone is invited to the party.

KEY QUESTION

How does it feel to be invited?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  I M A G I N E
an activity that promotes empathy

and facilitates biblical application 

through role-play and reenactment

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

1.  TAKE  A  SNAPSHOT
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Party Invitation” Activity Page, pens or 
pencils

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Invite kids to sit together in your group space.

•	 Ask the following question. Be sure to facilitate a group discussion where kids 
respect each other and take turns talking.
	ú Who are some people who may not feel invited to the party?

•	 You may need to help initiate this discussion. Guide them to consider people 
they know who are often left out—not necessarily from a “party” but from 
various things in life. Help them to think about those who may not have access 
to certain opportunities or peers at school who seem to remain on the outside 
of things.

•	 After discussing, hand each kid a copy of the “Party Invitation” Activity Page 
and a pen or pencil. 

•	 Explain that they should take time to think of a specific person in their life 
who they could invite to church, start a friendship with, or talk to about Jesus 
and His love for them. Give them a few minutes of quiet time to work on their 
invitations.

•	 Explain what they are supposed to write on the indicated lines:
	ú Who: The person’s name
	ú What: What they plan to invite them to: a certain event? a friendship?
	ú When: Specific opportunities where they can reach out to this person
	ú How: Will they sit with them on the bus? Will they send a text? Etc.

•	 Encourage kids to take these invitations home as a reminder to make an effort 
with the person they wrote about on their invitation. It could be a reminder for 
them to pray and ask God to help them be inviting.



2

D AY    S M A L L  G R O U P

V B S  2 0 2 4

TWO PRETEEN

©2023 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. www.OrangeVBS.com

TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Wedding Feast

Matthew 22:1-14

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Everyone is invited to the party.

KEY QUESTION

How does it feel to be invited?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and

working as a group

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

2.  B IBLE  S TORY EXTENS ION
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Cake Wars” Activity Page, gift boxes in 
different sizes

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Divide the group into two teams, and have each team 

huddle up together. Give each team a set of assorted boxes.
•	 Explain that they’re going to play a game to review the Bible story while 

pretending the gift boxes are layers of a wedding cake, since there was a 
wedding in the story. 

•	 Explain the game directions: 
	ú Teams will take turns answering a review question from the story. 
	ú If correct, they will get to add more layers to their “cake.” Cake layers 

should be stacked from largest to smallest.
	ú The first team to get all their layers stacked wins!

•	 Ask kids if anyone has ever been part of a wedding (flower girl, ring bearer, 
etc). Choose someone who has been in a wedding, and let that team go first.

•	 Ask the first question from the “Cake Wars” Activity Page. Give the team an 
opportunity to discuss and then share their answer. 
	ú If correct, they can find the largest sized gift box and start their wedding 

cake. The other team takes their turn next.
	ú If incorrect, the question goes to the other team. 

•	 If the other team answers the question correctly, they get to place a 
cake layer, and then take another turn. 

•	 If they answer the question incorrectly, they don’t get to place a cake 
layer, but they still get to take another turn.

•	 Continue taking turns asking questions until one team has completely stacked 
all their cake layers. That team wins!

•	 [Make It Personal] Once the game is over, share with the group about a 
time when you were invited to something where you didn’t feel like you 
belonged. Explain how it made you feel to be included. 
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Wedding Feast

Matthew 22:1-14

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Everyone is invited to the party.

KEY QUESTION

How does it feel to be invited?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to

share with others and build

on their understanding

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

3.  D ISCUSS ION QUES T IONS
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
**One of the most impactful ways to connect with preteens is to 
have a conversation that gives them the safe space to process what 
they’re learning and thinking about. If you don’t have time to do all 
of the activities provided, we recommend that you replace either the 
“Bible Story Extension” or “Take a Snapshot” activity with a time of 

discussion, using any of the questions listed below.

W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
Ask:
•	 What is the best thing you’ve ever been invited to?
•	 What makes you want to be part of something else?
•	 How does it feel to be invited?
•	 Why is it important for us to feel like we belong?
•	 If it’s true that following Jesus gives us joy, how can we invite others to 

experience that joy?
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Wedding Feast

Matthew 22:1-14

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Everyone is invited to the party.

KEY QUESTION

How does it feel to be invited?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the

oxygen in the brain and taps

into the energy in the body

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

4.  VERSES  TO  TAKE  WITH  YOU
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Balloon Verses” Activity Page, 
prepared balloons, Bibles, pens or pencils

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Divide your group into two teams.

•	 Each team should assign the following roles to three people on their team:
	ú Balloon Blower
	ú Scripture Finder
	ú Answer Writer

•	 Tell each team to line up with the Balloon Blower at one end of the line and 
the Scripture Finder on the other. The Answer Writer can be anywhere in line.

•	 Hand each team’s Balloon Blower their set of five balloons. 
•	 Hand each team’s Scripture Finder a Bible. 
•	 Hand each team’s Answer Writer a copy of the “Balloon Verses” Activity Page 

and a pen or pencil.
•	 When you say “Go,” the Balloon Blower on each team will choose a balloon to 

blow up, tie, and hand to the next kid in line. 
•	 Kids continue passing the balloon until it reaches the Scripture Finder on the 

end.
•	 The Scripture Finder will then look at the Bible reference written on the balloon 

and use the Bible to find that verse. They will read the verse out loud so the 
entire team can hear it.

•	 Then the Answer Writer will read the question on the “Balloon Verses” Activity 
Page that is associated with the verse that was read out loud. The team can 
work together to answer the question, and the Answer Writer will write it down 
on the activity page.

•	 Teams will continue this process until each balloon has been inflated and 
passed, all verses have been read, and all answers have been written.

•	 The first team to complete this is the winning team.
•	 Once both teams have finished, go over each question on the activity page as 

a group.
•	 See below for answers: (Answers are based on NIrV but other translations are 

similar.)
1.	 one body
2.	 children
3.	 outsiders or strangers
4.	 love
5.	 joy

•	 Tell kids that when it comes to God, we are all invited to the party. We can feel 
confident in the love God has for us, and that should fuel our desire to help 
others feel that love, too.
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Wedding Feast

Matthew 22:1-14

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Everyone is invited to the party.

KEY QUESTION

How does it feel to be invited?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  R E F L E C T
an activity that creates space

for personal understanding

and application

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

5.  MAKE I T  PERSONAL  WITH  PR AYER
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Start the Party Prayer Time Keychains” 
(main piece and smiley face add-on); Optional: “Smiley Face 
Preteen” Activity Page

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Give each kid their sandwich bag from the previous day containing their “Start 

the Party Prayer Time Keychains.” Give each kid today’s smiley face add-on. 
(If you’re not purchasing the keychains, you can simply use the “Smiley Face 
Preteen” Activity Page as described.) 

•	 Remind kids what you discussed previously about prayer. 
	ú Praying is having a conversation with God any time we want. We don’t 

have to use special words. We don’t have to wait until certain times of the 
day. We can tell God anything any time! God cares about what’s going on 
in our lives.

•	 Explain that today’s symbol can be a reminder that everyone is invited to the 
party. Invite kids to share a time when being invited to something made them 
smile.

•	 Encourage kids to pray about the people in their lives who they can invite 
whenever they see the smiley face. They can ask God to give them courage to 
include people they wouldn’t normally invite. They can pray for opportunities 
to have conversations with people they can invite.

•	 Say a prayer for your group.

NOTE: Place each kid’s keychain and Activity Page in a sandwich bag. Write their 
name on the bag with a permanent marker. Collect each bag and set aside for 
the next day. 

T R A V E L  T I M E
As you travel to the next track, use the following questions to keep the 
conversation going and to keep kids thinking about what they’re learning!
•	 What’s your favorite way to celebrate?
•	 If you could pick one dessert to eat every day, what would you choose?
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STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
Prepare ahead of time for Small Group Rotation for VBS:

1.  TAKE  A  SNAPSHOT
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and 
facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Print the “Party Invitation” Activity Page and cut apart; 

one invitation for each kid
•	 Pens or pencils; one for each kid

2.  B IBLE  S TORY EXTENS ION
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through 
following guidelines and working as a group
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Print “Cake Wars” Activity Page; one for each small 

group 
•	 Assorted sizes of plain white, rectangle gift boxes; two 

sets for each small group
	ú Each set should have six boxes and include different 

sizes that can be stacked.

3.  D ISCUSS ION QUES T IONS
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and 
collaborate with others while growing their understanding
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 No supplies needed 

4.  VERSES  TO  TAKE  WITH  YOU
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain 
and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Print the “Balloon Verses” Activity Page; two for each 

small group

•	 Bibles; two for each small group
•	 Pens or pencils; two for each small group
•	 Balloons; 10 for each small group

	ú Before group time, use a permanent marker to 
write the following verse references on the deflated 
balloons (write each reference on two balloons): 
Romans 12:5, Luke 18:16, Ephesians 2:19, 1 John 3:1, 
and Acts 2:28

	ú Separate the balloons, making two sets of five 
balloons (each set containing one of each verse 
reference).

5.  MAKE I T  PERSONAL  WITH  PR AYER
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal 
processing and application
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 “Start the Party Prayer Time Keychains” (from previous 

day and smiley face add-on); one for each kid 
•	 Optional: Print and cut apart “Smiley Face Preteen” 

Activity Page; one card for each kid

NOTE: Kids will be adding to the “Start the Party Prayer 
Time Keychains” each day. Be prepared to pass out, 
collect, and store their keychains in a sandwich bag with 
their name on it each day. 



What to Do:
Print on cardstock and cut apart. Provide one invitation for each kid. 
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“Party Invitation” Activity Page



What to Do:
Print one copy for each small group.
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“Cake Wars” Activity Page



What to Do:
Print two copies for each small group.  
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“Balloon Verses” NIrV Activity Page



What to Do:
Print on cardstock and cut apart. Provide one card for each kid. 
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“Smiley Face” Activity Page

Everyone is invited
to the party.

Everyone is invited
to the party.

Everyone is invited
to the party.

Everyone is invited
to the party.
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Celebrate the good news.

KEY QUESTION

What’s the best news
you’ve ever heard?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and

working as a group

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

1.  TAKE  A  SNAPSHOT
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Cone-shaped party hats, plastic shower 
cap, shaving cream, pom-poms, paper towels

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Ask for a volunteer who isn’t opposed to getting a little 

messy, and invite them to stand with you in front of the group.
•	 Carefully secure the plastic shower cap over their head (including hair), and 

strap the party hat over the shower cap on top of their head.
•	 Rub shaving cream on the outside of the party hat, covering as much of it as 

possible. Use paper towels to clean up.
•	 Ask the rest of the kids to think of examples of good news they’ve celebrated 

in their own lives or in the lives of others. 
	ú For example: winning a softball tournament, finally getting their first cell 

phone, a family member finding out they are cancer free, etc. 
•	 Each time a kid shares an example, give them a pom-pom to toss at the party 

hat so it sticks to the shaving cream. 
•	 Continue taking turns to give everyone plenty of opportunities to share, as 

time allows.
•	 When finished, remove the party hat and shower cap from the volunteer’s 

head, and invite them to sit down with the rest of the group. Provide paper 
towels to clean up, if needed. 

•	 Ask the following questions, and allow time for discussion:
	ú What’s the best news you’ve ever heard?
	ú Have you ever felt like the younger son who was forgiven?
	ú Have you ever felt like the older son who didn’t think his brother deserved a 

celebration?
•	 Remind kids that in the parable Jesus told, the son who was welcomed home 

was able to celebrate the good news of unconditional love and forgiveness. 
The older son felt jealous because he hadn’t done anything wrong, and yet the 
party was for his brother, who messed up. But the father was celebrating the 
good news of having both of his sons being home. We should remember that 
no matter what, we can always join the party and celebrate the good news of 
what Jesus did for all of us!

•	 Be open to any kids in your group that may have questions about what Jesus 
did on the cross and what it means to have a relationship with Him. Follow 
your church’s protocol as it pertains to facilitating conversations with kids 
about faith and salvation.

•	 Option: For a less messy version of this game, omit the shaving cream and 
shower cap. Instead, you can have the volunteer hold the party hat upside 
down on top of their head, and kids can toss the pom-pom balls into the hat.
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Celebrate the good news.

KEY QUESTION

What’s the best news
you’ve ever heard?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  C R E A T E
an activity that explores spiritual

ideas through the process of drawing,

building, and designing

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

2.  B IBLE  S TORY EXTENS ION
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Paper; pens, pencils, or markers; 
“Preteen Response Card” Activity Page; highlighters

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Invite the kids in your group to spread out and sit down. 

•	 Hand each kid a piece of paper and a pen or pencil. If you choose to use 
markers, let kids share markers.

•	 Ask kids to share examples of reasons to throw a “Welcome Home” party. 
	ú For example: military deployment, buying a new house, coming home from 

the hospital after having a baby, kid coming home from college, etc.
•	 Ask kids to think of what they would want their “Welcome Home” party to look 

like if they ever had one, and tell them to draw a picture of it on their papers. 
	ú They may want to draw things like their favorite foods, guests they would 

invite, games they would want to play, etc. Encourage them to be creative 
and come up with their own, unique ideas.

•	 When everyone has finished their drawings, give each kid in the group a chance 
to share what they drew and explain their perfect “Welcome Home” party.

•	 After everyone has had a turn to share, ask the following questions:
	ú Who does the father symbolize in the Parable of the Lost Son? (God)
	ú What was the most important gift the father gave the son? (forgiveness)
	ú In the story, forgiveness led to a “Welcome Home” party for the son. What 

does forgiveness lead to for us? (a relationship with God that will last forever)
	ú Have you ever experienced God’s forgiveness? 

•	 [Make It Personal] Share how you have experienced God’s forgiveness in 
your own life. If you feel comfortable, explain how Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross has changed your life forever.

•	 Give each kid a “Response Card” Activity Page. 
	ú Talk about how God loves us and gave Jesus for us. Talk about how Jesus 

lived a perfect life and died so we could have a relationship with God that 
lasts forever. 

	ú Give each kid a card from the “Preteen Response Card” Activity Page. 
	ú Give kids time to read through each statement on the card. 
	ú Set out the highlighters. 
	ú As you read through each statement again, invite kids to highlight the 

statement if it matches how they feel. Don’t pressure kids to highlight any 
statement. They can also simply highlight some of the artwork on the card. 

	ú When done, ask kids to flip their cards over to write their names on the 
back and to write down any questions they have about following Jesus. 

NOTE: For kids who have questions or seem ready to take a step of faith, follow 
your church’s plan and policy about introducing kids to salvation. If you know a 
kid’s parents are believers and would want to be part of the moment when their 
child takes a step of faith, be sure to follow up with that family and give them the 
chance to have this conversation themselves.
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Celebrate the good news.

KEY QUESTION

What’s the best news
you’ve ever heard?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to

share with others and build

on their understanding

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

3.  D ISCUSS ION QUES T IONS
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
**One of the most impactful ways to connect with preteens is to 
have a conversation that gives them the safe space to process what 
they’re learning and thinking about. If you don’t have time to do all 
of the activities provided, we recommend that you replace either the 
“Bible Story Extension” or “Take a Snapshot” activity with a time of 

discussion, using any of the questions listed below.

W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
Ask:
•	 What’s the best news you’ve ever heard?
•	 How can you be happy for someone else, even when you don’t feel like they 

deserve a celebration?
•	 What are some ways we can celebrate the good news?
•	 Have you ever made a mistake and had to ask for forgiveness?
•	 How do you feel when someone forgives you?
•	 Do you feel like you deserve God’s forgiveness?
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Celebrate the good news.

KEY QUESTION

What’s the best news
you’ve ever heard?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the

oxygen in the brain and taps

into the energy in the body

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

4.  VERSES  TO  TAKE  WITH  YOU
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Bibles, prepared beach ball

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Give each kid a Bible.
•	 Invite them to look up Acts 2:28 using the Bible 

Navigation Tips from Day 1. 
•	 Choose one kid to read the verse aloud. 
•	 Invite your team to spread out and stand in a circle.
•	 Toss the beach ball to a kid in the circle, and tell them to find the first word 

of Acts 2:28 on the ball. They should say that word out loud and then toss the 
ball to anyone else in the circle.

•	 Whoever catches the ball should find the next word in Acts 2:28, and say it out 
loud. They should then toss the ball to someone else in the circle.

•	 Continue until every word of the verse has been said, including the reference.
•	 When it comes to the word “joy” in the verse, direct the kid who has the ball to 

quickly go to the center of the circle and do their favorite dance move before 
tossing it to the next person.

•	 Play several rounds as time allows.
•	 Give kids a chance to say the verse from memory if they are able.
•	 Remind kids that there is much fun to be had in celebrating the good news of 

Jesus! When we follow Him, we can have lives full of joy!
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

Jesus’ Parable of
the Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

Celebrate the good news.

KEY QUESTION

What’s the best news
you’ve ever heard?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

M A D E  T O  R E F L E C T
an activity that creates space

for personal understanding

and application

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

5.  MAKE I T  PERSONAL  WITH  PR AYER
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Start the Party Prayer Time Keychains” 
(main piece and microphone add-on); Optional: “Microphone 
Preteen” Activity Page

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Give each kid their sandwich bag from the previous day containing their “Start 

the Party Prayer Time Keychains.” Give each kid today’s microphone add-on. 
(If you’re not purchasing the keychains, you can simply use the “Microphone 
Preteen” Activity Page as described.) 

•	 Remind kids what you discussed previously about prayer. 
	ú Praying is having a conversation with God any time we want. We don’t 

have to use special words. We don’t have to wait until certain times of the 
day. We can tell God anything any time! God cares about what’s going on 
in our lives.

•	 Explain that today’s symbol can be a reminder that we should [Bottom Line] 
celebrate the good news. Ask kids to share some ways they can celebrate the 
good news about Jesus and some ways they can share that good news with 
others. 

•	 Let kids know when they see the microphone symbol, it can remind them to 
incorporate words from a worship song or verses from the Bible into their 
prayers. 

•	 If your church is singing “Start the Party” this week, consider the following prayer 
as an example (or come up with one based on a familiar song to your group): 
	ú Dear God, thank You that we can celebrate because Jesus’ love is for 

everyone. Help us to shine Your light today so we can spread the news. 
Thank You for always being with us.

•	 Ask kids to share what their favorite worships songs are.
•	 Say a prayer for your group.

NOTE: Return each kid’s keychain and Activity Page to the sandwich bag with 
their name on it (or create one for those recently joined the group.) Collect each 
bag and set aside for the next day. 

T R A V E L  T I M E
As you travel to the next track, use the following questions to keep the 
conversation going and to keep kids thinking about what they’re learning!
•	 Do you prefer to be surprised or know ahead of time, so you can be prepared?
•	 What’s your favorite song?
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STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
Prepare ahead of time for Small Group Rotation for VBS:

1.  TAKE  A  SNAPSHOT
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through 
following guidelines and working as a group
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Cone-shaped party hat; one for each small group
•	 Plastic shower cap; one for each small group
•	 Shaving cream; one can for each small group
•	 Colorful pom-pom balls; one package for each small 

group
•	 Paper towels; 10-15 squares for each small group

2.  B IBLE  S TORY EXTENS ION
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through 
the process of drawing, building, and designing
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Print the “Preteen Response Card” Activity Page and 

cut apart; one card for each kid
•	 Paper; one piece for each kid
•	 Pens or pencils; one for each kid
•	 Highlighters (in a variety of colors); enough for the 

small group to share
•	 Optional: Markers; enough for the small group to share

3.  D ISCUSS ION QUES T IONS
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and 
collaborate with others while growing their understanding
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 No supplies needed 

4.  VERSES  TO  TAKE  WITH  YOU
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain 
and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Bibles; one for each kid

•	 Beach ball (if possible, a disco beach ball like this); one 
for each small group 

•	 Before group time, use a permanent marker to write 
the words to Acts 2:28, NIrV scattered all over the ball 
in a random order. 

5.  MAKE I T  PERSONAL  WITH  PR AYER
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal 
processing and application
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 “Start the Party Prayer Time Keychains” (from previous 

day and microphone add-on); one for each kid 
•	 Optional: Print and cut apart “Microphone Preteen” 

Activity Page; one card for each kid

NOTE: Kids will be adding to the “Start the Party Prayer 
Time Keychains” each day. Be prepared to pass out, 
collect, and store their keychains in a sandwich bag with 
their name on it each day. 

https://www.amazon.com/Inflatable-Swimming-Summer-Birthday-Supplies/dp/B0BYSKWPNC/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3JRHIPA02Y4ZZ&keywords=disco+ball+beach+ball&qid=1689537694&sprefix=disco+ball+beach+%2Caps%2C105&sr=8-8


What to Do:
Print on cardstock and cut apart. Provide one card for each kid.
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“Preteen Response Card ” Activity Page



What to Do:
Print on cardstock and cut apart. Provide one card for each kid. 
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“Microphone Preteen” Activity Page

Celebrate the
good news.

Celebrate the
good news.

Celebrate the
good news.

Celebrate the
good news.
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

You Are the Light of the World
Matthew 5:14-16

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

You can be a party starter.

KEY QUESTION

How can YOU start the party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  E X P L O R E
an activity that extends learning

through hands on experimentation

and discovery

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

1.  TAKE  A  SNAPSHOT
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Balloon, light bulb; Optional: cardboard 
box, piece of wool 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Choose a volunteer who can blow up a balloon.
	ú  Hand them the balloon. Ask them to blow it up and tie it 

before returning it to you.
•	 Choose another volunteer who doesn’t mind getting their hair messed up. 

	ú Ask for permission to rub the balloon on their hair, and then do it long 
enough to build up some static electricity.

	ú Optional: Rubbing the balloon on clothing or a piece of wool will also 
generate static electricity, if preferred. 

•	 NOTE: The rest of the activity will work best with dim lighting. 
	ú If you are in a place where you can turn off the lights, switch them off or 

dim them.
	ú If you are not in a place where the lights can be turned off, set out a large 

cardboard box.
•	 Choose another volunteer to hold the light bulb. 
•	 Wave the balloon back and forth directly over the light bulb in a quick motion. 

	ú The static electricity that the balloon is carrying should cause the light bulb 
to flicker on as you wave it.

	ú If you are not in a place where the lights can be turned off, let kids take 
turns looking inside the cardboard box as you wave the balloon over the 
lightbulb the volunteer is holding inside the box. 

•	 Repeat the experiment, if time allows, for other kids to try it.
•	 Explain that if we are going to be the light of the world, as Jesus asked of us, 

it requires action on our part. We cannot expect to shine Jesus’ light and share 
His love with others if we aren’t willing to be party starters!

•	 Ask: What can you do to “shine your light”?
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

You Are the Light of the World
Matthew 5:14-16

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

You can be a party starter.

KEY QUESTION

How can YOU start the party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the

oxygen in the brain and taps

into the energy in the body

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

2.  B IBLE  S TORY EXTENS ION
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Glow Party Game” Activity Page, cones 
or two-liter bottles, glow necklaces

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Divide the group into two teams and direct each team to 

form a line on one side of your group space. 
•	 Arrange the prepared cones or bottles on the other end of your group space. 

	ú Line the cones or bottles up in number order, single file, across from each 
team so that the “3” is furthest away from the kids and the “1” is closest, 
forming two identical lines of cones or bottles across from both teams. 

•	 Hand the first kid in each line a glow necklace. 
•	 Explain they will toss the glow necklace and try to make it land around one of 

the cones or bottles. 
	ú If they don’t make it onto a cone or bottle, or if they make it onto the 

opposite team’s cone or bottle, they will go to the end of the line.
	ú If the necklace lands on a cone, you will ask them a question from the 

“Glow Party Game” Activity Page that coincides with the number on the 
cone. (Explain that the number indicates the level of difficulty for their 
question.)

•	 If they get the answer right, their team gets the number of points according to 
that cone.

•	 If they get the answer wrong, their team get no points, and the question can 
be used again for another turn.

•	 Continue playing in this way until all questions have been asked. Whichever 
team has the most points at the end is the winner!

•	 Invite kids to sit down. Ask the following questions:
	ú What does it actually mean to start the party?
	ú Who in your life can you start the party with?
	ú How can you start the party with people who you don’t know or who may 

be different than you? (ie: a new kid at school or someone who needs to 
feel included)

•	 Hand each kid two glow necklaces. Explain that they can keep one for 
themselves. But they can use the other to give to a friend when they invite 
them to do something. Challenge your group to think about this as they go 
through the rest of their summer. Remind them how important it is to love ALL 
people, and one way we can do that is to invite people into our world who 
aren’t typically included.
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

You Are the Light of the World
Matthew 5:14-16

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

You can be a party starter.

KEY QUESTION

How can YOU start the party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to

share with others and build

on their understanding

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

3.  D ISCUSS ION QUES T IONS
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
**One of the most impactful ways to connect with preteens is to 
have a conversation that gives them the safe space to process what 
they’re learning and thinking about. If you don’t have time to do all 
of the activities provided, we recommend that you replace either the 
“Bible Story Extension” or “Take a Snapshot” activity with a time of 

discussion, using any of the questions listed below.

W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  No supplies needed 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
Ask:
•	 Is it challenging to invite people who are different from you? Why or why not?
•	 How can YOU start the party?
•	 Who can help you start the party?
•	 Why did Jesus give us the responsibility of shining His light?
•	 How can Matthew 5:14-16 provide you with a sense of purpose?
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

You Are the Light of the World
Matthew 5:14-16

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

You can be a party starter.

KEY QUESTION

How can YOU start the party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and

working as a group

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

4.  VERSES  TO  TAKE  WITH  YOU
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Party Code” NIrV Activity Page, “Party 
Code” NIrV Leader Guide Activity Page, Bibles, pens or 
pencils

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Put kids in pairs, and allow them to spread out to sit with their partner in the 

group space.
•	 Hand each pair a Bible, a copy of the “Party Code” Activity Page, and a pen or 

pencil.
•	 Explain that they should work together to look up the verses on the “Party 

Code” Activity Page and fill in each blank with the correct word(s) from the 
verse. 
	ú Each of the answers will have letters designated that are supposed to be 

used to solve the code at the bottom of the page.
•	 Give the group time to complete the page.

	ú See if they can solve the puzzle at the bottom on their own, but if needed, 
explain that the number underneath the blank indicates the letter’s 
placement in the blanks at the bottom.

•	 Bring everyone back together and invite different kids to share their answers. 
•	 Invite kids to say the secret message together: BE A PARTY STARTER!
•	 Ask this question:

	ú What does it take to start the party?
•	 Encourage kids to remember that the Bible can help guide us throughout 

the rest of our lives. God’s Word is here for us to have all the time. It can 
encourage us and point us in the right direction. 
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TODAY’S BIBLE S TORY

You Are the Light of the World
Matthew 5:14-16

TODAY’S BOT TOM LINE

You can be a party starter.

KEY QUESTION

How can YOU start the party?

MEMORY VERSE

“You always show me the path
that leads to life. You will fill me 

with joy when I am with you.”
Acts 2:28, NIrV

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

M A D E  T O  R E F L E C T
an activity that creates space

for personal understanding

and application

STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

5.  MAKE I T  PERSONAL  WITH  PR AYER
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Start the Party Prayer Time Keychains” 
(main piece and disco ball add-on); Optional: “Disco Ball 
Preteen” Activity Page 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
•	 Give each kid their sandwich bag from the previous day containing their “Start 

the Party Prayer Time Keychains.” Give each kid today’s disco ball add-on. (If 
you’re not purchasing the keychains, use the “Disco Ball Preteen” Activity Page 
in the same way.) 

•	 Remind kids what you discussed previously about prayer. 
	ú Praying is having a conversation with God any time we want. We don’t 

have to use special words. We don’t have to wait until certain times of the 
day. We can tell God anything any time! God cares about what’s going on 
in our lives.

•	 Explain that today’s symbol can be a reminder that [Bottom Line] you can be a 
party starter. When they see it, they can ask God to help them shine their light 
to people around them! Just like a disco ball reflects light all around a room, 
they can reflect the light of Jesus wherever they are. 

•	 Ask: How can YOU start the party?
•	 Say a prayer for your group, making sure to pray for each individual kid. Ask 

God to use them to start the party after VBS is over.

NOTE: Return each kid’s keychain and Activity Page to the sandwich bag with 
their name on it (or create one for those who recently joined the group.) Collect 
each bag and set aside for them to take home later. 

T R A V E L  T I M E
As you travel to the next track, use the following questions to keep the 
conversation going and to keep kids thinking about what they’re learning!
•	 What’s your favorite dance move?
•	 What have you loved most about our time together?
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STORY WORSHIP GROUPS ROTATIONS HOME

G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
Prepare ahead of time for Small Group Rotation for VBS:

1.  TAKE  A  SNAPSHOT
[ L I V E  F O R  G O D  |  A P P L I C AT I O N  A C T I V I T Y ] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through 
hands on experimentation and discovery
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Balloon; one for each small group
•	 Light bulb; one for each small group
•	 Optional: Large cardboard box 
•	 Optional: Piece of wool 
•	 Before group time, check out these visual directions 

(and video) if needed: 
	ú playingwithrain.com/light-bulb-balloon-experiment/

2.  B IBLE  S TORY EXTENS ION
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain 
and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Print the “Glow Party Game” Activity Page; one for each 

small group
•	 Cones or two-liter bottles (or filled-up water bottles 

from Day 4); six for each small group
	ú Before group time, number two sets of cones or 

bottles with “1,” “2,” and “3.” Use a permanent 
marker directly on the cone or bottle or attach a 
strip of painter’s tape first.

•	 Glow necklaces; two for each kid plus two more

3.  D ISCUSS ION QUES T IONS
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share and 
collaborate with others while growing their understanding
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 No supplies needed 

4.  VERSES  TO  TAKE  WITH  YOU
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through 
following guidelines and working as a group
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 Print the “Party Code NIrV” Activity Page; one for every 

two kids
•	 Print the “Party Code NIrV Leader Guide” Activity Page; 

one for each small group
•	 Bibles; one for every two kids
•	 Pens or pencils; one for every two kids

5.  MAKE I T  PERSONAL  WITH  PR AYER
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal 
processing and application
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :
•	 “Start the Party Prayer Time Keychains” (from previous 

day and disco ball add-on); one for each kid 
•	 Optional: Print and cut apart “Disco Ball Preteen” 

Activity Page; one card for each kid

NOTE: Kids have been adding to the “Start the Party 
Prayer Time Keychains” each day. Be prepared to pass 
out, collect, and store their keychains in a sandwich bag 
with their name on it and send home.

https://playingwithrain.com/light-bulb-balloon-experiment/


What to Do:
Print one copy for each small group.
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“Glow Party Game” Activity Page



What to Do:
Print one copy for every two kids. 
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“Party Code” NIrV Activity Page



What to Do:
Print one copy for each small group. 
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“Party Code” NIrV Leader Guide Activity Page



What to Do:
Print on cardstock and cut apart. Provide one card for each kid. 
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“Disco Ball Preteen” Activity Page

You can be
a party starter.

You can be
a party starter.

You can be
a party starter.

You can be
a party starter.
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2 5 2  K I D S  A C T I V I T Y  S T A M P  D E S C R I P T I O N S

MADE TO MOVE
an activity that increases the 
oxygen in the brain and taps 
into the energy in the body

MADE TO EXPLORE
an activity that extends 
learning through hands 
on experimentation and 
discovery

MADE TO CREATE
an activity that explores 
spiritual ideas through the 
process of drawing, 
building, and designing

MADE TO CONNECT
an activity that invites kids to 
share with others and build 
on their understanding 

MADE TO PLAY
an activity that encourages 
learning through following 
guidelines and working as 
a group

MADE TO IMAGINE
an activity that promotes 
empathy and facilitates biblical 
application through role-play 
and reenactment

MADE TO REFLECT
an activity that creates space 
for personal understanding 
and application




