VBS 2026 Ontario
Any SECC local church that will use volunteers in any capacity is required to follow this SECC Church Volunteer Policy. There are two types of volunteers, with additional requirements for the volunteers working frequently and closely with children.
AB506 - Volunteers - Southeastern California Conference

Identifying Volunteer Status
Level 1: Non-Regular Volunteer
· Minimal or no interaction with children
· “Child” means a person under the age of 18 years
· Examples: A/V or media volunteer, adult SS leader or young adult ministries leader
Level 2: Regular Volunteer
· Volunteer who is at least 18 years old and has direct contact with or supervision of children for more than 16 hrs/month or 32 hrs/year.
· Example: If a Children’s Sabbath School teacher or Pathfinder leader, etc., spends even one hour/week with children throughout the entire year, that represents 52 hours a year. The fact that they are spending less than 16 hrs/month does not eliminate the 32 hrs/year defined mandate. They are a Level 2 Volunteer.
· Example: Any parent or guardian who chaperones an overnight youth trip for children would need to complete the Live Scan and mandated reporter training, as the time spent supervising children would represent around 48 hours. They are a Level 2 Volunteer.
· Example: Any adults who volunteer at recurring church activities and/or events where they are in charge of supervising children for more than 16 hours/month, or a total of 32 hours/year, including but not limited to Pathfinders or other youth ministry events, must complete the Live Scan and mandated reporter training. They are a Level 2 Volunteer.
· All Level 2 Volunteers must comply with AB 506 Requirements
Level 1 Requirements
· (1) Sign and submit SECC Volunteer Acknowledgment Form / Versión en Español 
· (2) Register with Sterling Volunteers at  https://www.ncsrisk.org/adventist/ and go through process (every two years) which provides:
· Child Safety Training
· Background Check
· (3) Wait for clearance from SECC HR to begin volunteer services.
Level 2 Requirements
· (1) Sign and submit SECC Volunteer Acknowledgment Form / Versión en Español 
· (2) Get a Live Scan background check, that will be run through the DOJ and FBI. This requires completing the “Request for Live Scan Service” form to be given to the Live Scan operator. A copy of the completed “Request for Live Scan Service” Form received from the Live Scan operator must afterwards be uploaded here VOLUNTEERS.
· (3) Be advised that there is a fee for the Live Scan check, which must be paid at the time of service. Please note that due to our status as a non-profit youth organization, Live Scan operators should waive the $32 DOJ fee. As such, you should only be charged for the vendor rolling fee (typically anywhere from $25 to $35) and the FBI fee of $15, approximately up to $50.
· (4) Complete the two-hour online mandated reporter training for Volunteers provided by the Office of Child Abuse Prevention in the California State Department of Social Services, https://mandatedreporterca.com/, and upload the certificate of completion to VOLUNTEERS. The training must be completed every 2 years and new certificate of completion uploaded.
· (5) Wait for clearance from SECC HR to begin volunteer services.


Additional Information
This is a breakdown of the background check and training requirements:
· Live Scans: If a person has already completed a Live Scan for SECC, they do not need to repeat it (Live Scans are lifetime for the requesting entity). They only need to sign the Live Scan Annual Consent form, so SECC can continue receiving DOJ updates.
· Mandated Reporter Training: This must be renewed every two years.
If there are any who do need to get live scanned, then they need to complete Live Scan Form (BCIA 8016VECHS-VOLUNTEER) and the new CalVECHS Waiver Agreement Form (BCIA 9018).
1. Live Scan Process (BCIA 8016VECHS Form)
· What to fill out: Complete the "Applicant Information" section only. Please leave the "Billing Number & Misc. Number" fields blank.
· At the appointment: Sign the form and give it to the live scan operator.
· Copies: Ask the operator for two copies—one for their own records and one to be sent to me.
2. CalVECHS Waiver Agreement (BCIA 9018 Form)
· Why it’s required: This is a new DOJ requirement that grants the Conference permission to receive their background check results from the DOJ and FBI.
· Action: The volunteer must sign and submit this form.
3. Submission Instructions
· Secure Upload: Due to the sensitive information on these documents, do not email them. Please have volunteers upload both completed forms directly to this [VOLUNTEERS UPLOAD] secure link.
4. Mandated Reporter Training
· In addition to the background check, Level 2 volunteers must complete the Mandated Reporter Training: Volunteer module. Once finished, they can email their certificate to Julianna Moon (Juliana.Moon@seccsda.org) or upload it to the same secure link above.

Time Frame
· Level 2 Volunteers (Live Scan Required): Live Scan results typically take 24–48 hours to return from the DOJ. Because we rely on their turnaround time, getting the Live Scan done is the most immediate priority. The Mandated Reporter training and Volunteer Acknowledgment can be done online right away. Recommendation: Set a hard cutoff for these volunteers 5 days before VBS starts.
· Level 1 Volunteers (Sterling Only): Background checks through Sterling are much faster. Recommendation: A cutoff of 3 days before VBS starts works great for them.
Cost
Mandated Training Certificate is 8.99, please pay the fee, save your receipt and give to VBS Director for reimbursement.  Live Scan fee varies, please pay the fee, save your receipt and give to VBS Director for reimbursement.  Live Scan’s can be processed at your local police station, notaries, postal centers, UPS stores, are among a few providers of this service. 



